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/ Sage grouse breeding habitat is lost to invading
junipers when trees exceed % canopy cover.
i) Focused tree vemoval prevents conversion of
, sagebrush steppe to conifer woodlands and
| benefits sage grouse populations.

@ Benefits of conifer control ll'

> 1. Maintaining native understory plants.
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Grasses

The spread. of invasive annual
grasses, like cheatgrass and
medusahead, are linked. to
unwanted wildfires. nvasive
grasses are highly flammable
and. dry out earlier than
native plants, leading to more
frequent, hotter fires. Once
sagebrush habitat burns in
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1L entire landscape in the
" West. Protecting and.
restoring these “emerald,
- islands” in the desert

the sagebrush sea’s diverse,
native plants — like sagebrush,
wildflowers, and. bunchgrasses
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Removing encroaching \/  Easements protect large working lands
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& This allows water to
~ seep slowly into the
e ground fo better

. Jsustain plants, streams, 4

. Over sagebrush. When grouse fly nto
5" the dim pred.awn light makes
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Part to reduce the po’cen’c'ta\ for fenc |

~ from subdivision development in sage
" grouse core areas Eg using voluntayr
agreements that Prov'wle - &
financial boost for ranchers
and. preserve habitat.
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nres.usda.gov/wildlife
sagegrouseinitiative.com

The Sage Grouse Initiative is a partnership-based, science-driven effort that uses
volu,n’cmry incentives to Proac’clvely conserve America’s western mngelands, wlldllfe,
and rural way of life. This initiative is Par’c of Working Lands For Nild\ife, which is
led bg USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service.



http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Science-to-Solutions-Conifer-Removal-Restores-Sage-Grouse-Habitat-HIGH-RES-060815-copy.pdf
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/science-solutions-conifer-removal-boosts-nest-success/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/sagebrush-rangelands-help-maintain-water-availability/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/350species-autumn-sagebrush-ecosystem/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/sage-grouse-conservation-benefits-migratory-mule-deer/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/water-is-life/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/sagebrush-songbirds-sage-grouse-umbrella/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/marking-high-risk-fences-saves-sage-grouse/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/reducing-cultivation-of-grazing-lands-conserves-sage-grouse/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/montana-bug-study-investigates-benefits-prescribed-grazing-sage-grouse-chickc/
https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/new-research-finds-sage-grouse-prefer-nesting-conifer-free-landscapes/
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Science-to-Solutions-Wildfire-and-Cheatgrass-New-Science-Helps-Reduce-Threats-to-Sage-Grouse-HIGH-RES-060815-copy.pdf



