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Barbed wire is a hazard
to low-flying sage-grouse
itop). Attaching easy-
0-see tags helps quide
the birds up and over

the fencing.

L

NOPPADOL PAOTHONG (18T, 18ML, 18MR); GERRIT VYN (18B)

TROUBLE BREWING

There aren’t nearly as many
greater sage-grouse as there
once were. And that's mostly
because there’s a lot less
sagebrush than there once
was. Much has been cleared
for farms, towns, and roads.
Grazing cattle can change the
landscape. Companies drilling
for fuel or mining minerals
can, too—plus, they build
more roads. They also put

up drilling-rig towers and utility
poles where hawks and eagles

can perch and watch for sage-

grouse to attack. And, because
sage-grouse don’t

fly high, they often

Roads and drilling rigs
can spell trouble for
sage-qrouse.

get caught on barbed-wire
fences or hit by cars or trucks.

Many people decided to work
together on solutions. Now, for
example, there are road signs
warning drivers about crossing
birds and colored tags guiding
the birds over fences. Plus, many
landowners have agreed to
preserve sagebrush where it still
exists and to restore it in places
where it has been damaged. If
things work out as planned, the
greater sage-grouse will continue
to survive. And so will all the
other animals that depend on
the sagebrush steppe. &%

CAUTION

Sage Grouse
+) Crossing the Road -E

With its fancy dance and special sound, the greater
sage-grouse is a star on the sagebrush stage. But
there are many other wild characters out there.
They all depend on the sagebrush habitat—and,
like the sage-grouse, some can survive nowhere
else. Meet just a few here.

Out on the steppe, an
American badger (1) may
pop up from its burrow
to hunt small mammals
and lizards. So the world’s
tiniest bunny, the sage-
nibbling pygmy rabbit
(2), and basking reptiles
such as the greater
short-horned lizard (3)
must stay alert. The sage
thrasher (4) relies on
sagebrush for nesting,
while herds of pronghorn
(5), elk, and mule deer all
depend on it for food.
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